[CT findings of pulmonary inflammatory pseudotumors (plasma cell granulomas)].
Pulmonary inflammatory pseudotumor (plasma cell granuloma) is not a true neoplastic lesion, but is composed of a variety of inflammatory cells, predominantly plasma cells. The chest X-ray features resemble those of malignant lung tumors; therefore, CT is often necessary for further evaluation. We report the CT features of five cases with histologically proved pulmonary inflammatory pseudotumor, which can be summarized as follows: a solitary round or oval parenchymal mass with regular or irregular margin, and with or without calcifications. The calcifications are useful for differential diagnosis if present, but they are usually non-specific in shape and configuration. The mean CT attenuation value of the major portion of the mass was increased from 41 HU to 78 HU by the injection of contrast material. In one case, a linear extension of the lesion was seen from the mass to the lung hilum. In three cases, satellite lung nodules were seen. One of these nodules was also proved histopathologically to be inflammatory pseudotumor. The biopsy specimens obtained by using a 20 gauge cutting-needle and an automated biopsy gun were satisfactory for histopathological diagnosis.